Loss Bulletin

Vero Engineering

Insurance

Injection moulding machine fails under pressure

Loss details

Nature of business

Plastic injection
moulding

Type of equipment

900t Injection moulding
machine

Age of equipment
16 years

The operator of an injection moulding
machine used to produce a common
household item noted that the machine
was unable to build up the clamping
pressure required to provide the force
necessary for closing the mould.

Upon shutting down the machine, it was
discovered oil was leaking from the
clamp platen assembly. More seriously,
further inspection revealed a crack in the
clamp platen assembly which propagated
throughout the depth of the casting.
There was no obvious reason for the
cracking, with no evidence of
over-pressure or any other control fault in
the machine, nor any evidence of
operator error.

As this clamp platen assembly operates
under very high hydraulic oil pressure it
was not possible to reinstate the machine
until a new assembly, along with related
seals and gaskets, was installed. It was
also necessary to replace 3 hydraulic
pumps that also suffered damage as a
result of the failure.
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Final loss
Settlement amount: $200,000

To find out more about
Vero Engineering Insurance

contact your broker or visit
the Vero website vero.com.au

The insurer is AAl Limited ABN 48 005 297 807 trading as Vero Insurance. Refer to the Policy for terms,
conditions and exclusions. This Loss Bulletin relates to coverage available under Vero's Equipment
Breakdown Insurance Policy. V10193 12/04/16 A
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Upon shutting down the machine, it was discovered oil was leaking from the clamp platen assembly. More seriously, further inspection revealed a crack in the clamp platen assembly which propagated throughout the depth of the casting. There was no obvious reason for the cracking, with no evidence of over-pressure or any other control fault in the machine, nor any evidence of operator error.

As this clamp platen assembly operates under very high hydraulic oil pressure it was not possible to reinstate the machine until a new assembly, along with related seals and gaskets, was installed. It was also necessary to replace 3 hydraulic pumps that also suffered damage as a result of the failure.
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